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Five  years  after  the  Great  Flood 
of  1993  partially  devastated 
Elsah,  the  Village  has  been 
rebuilt,  restored,  and  replanted, 
and  IS  as  if  it  were  reborn.  Is  it 
the  same  as  before,  or  is  it 
better,  or  maybe  worse?  Is  it  the 
old  Elsah,  or,  as  some  claim,  a 
changed  one?  Has  the  sweetness 
of  life  returned?  We  shall  take  a 
closer  look.  One  thing  is  certain: 
since  the  terrible  summer  months 
of  1993  the  quiet  village  has 
known  some  active,  even 
turbulent  times  —  both  in  its 
physical  existence  and  in  its  life- 
tempo. 

All  those  who  were  hit  by  the 
devastation  busily  tried  to  return 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  a 
normal  life,  yet  they  all  had  to 
adhere  to  certain  levels  of 
restoration  —  especially  if  state 
or  federal  funds  had  been 
accepted,  which  made  it  more 
difficult  to  proceed  and  greatly 
slowed  them  down,  causing 
occasional  frustration.  While 
the  restoration  process  posed 
many  problems,  it  also  opened 
up  some  unexpected 

opportunities  —  such  as  the 
reconstruction  of  previously 
demolished  structures,  and  the 
demolition  of  later  unwanted, 
and  not  really  historic,  additions. 

Consequently  some  ugly  1940s 
garages  disappeared  and  some 
new  construction  took  place. 

By  adding  replicas  of  older  structures  to  several  lots,  a  change  to  a  closer  approximation  of  earlier  Elsah  street  scenes  was 

created  in  some  places. 


jtl. 


"The  Sweetness  of  Life  "    (Nancy  McDow  's  porch) 


It  took  all  of  five  years  to  accomplish  first  the  clean-up  and  then  the  rebuilding  of  the  Village,  because  it  involved  much 
research  of  proper  methods  and  materials  (see  "The  Mortar  Mystery,"  by  Gerald  Tactz  on  page  Ki),  patience  in  finding  the  right 


right  craftsmen  to  execute  some  of  the  work  —  or  do  it  yourself,  which  many  villagers  did  —  and  last  but  not  least,  the 
finding  of  financial  help  to  fund  all  this.  In  some  cases  the  homeowner  only  now  is  putting  finishing  touches  on  his  interior, 
and  as  landscaping  has  a  great  impact  on  how  a  place  looks  and  feels,  there  are  still  some  garden  and  fence  projects  to  be 
taken  care  of  Though  there  were  time  limits  set  on  the  different  grants  received,  the  National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation  and  the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency  both  cautioned  to  use  patience  and  perseverance. 

The  village  was  fortunate  that  it  was  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and  thus  was  qualified  to  receive 
state  and  federal  grants.  Once  the  affected  homeowners  and  organizations  decided  to  restore  and  rebuild  (which  was  a 
unanimous  decision)  and  —  fortified  with  properly  detailed  plans  —  applied  to  the  different  authorities,  the  grant  moneys 
and  private  donations  started  coming  in  and  the  rebuilding  could  begin. 

By  the  way,  Elsah  as  a  community  received  the  largest  amount  of  aid  in  the  State  of  Illinois:  Principia  College  did  not 
apply  for  any  grant  money,  and  the  Village  Board  withdrew  its  application  in  order  not  to  deplete  the  total  amount  available 
to  other  Elsah  applicants!  (For  more  information  on  all  this,  see  the  double  issues  of  Elsah  History  #64-65  and  #70-71.) 

Historic  Elsah  Foundation  was  drawn  into  this  process  when,  as  a  service  to  the  community,  it  accepted  the  Farley 
Restoration  Program.  Actually  there  was  no  alternative:  the  building  was  on  the  verge  of  collapse,  and  only  a  pubhc 
organization  may  legally  receive  state  and  federal  aid  to  restore  a  possible  income  generating  public  building. 

In  order  to  register  the  damage  the  village  and  the  individual  homeowners  suffered,  and  to  document  for  later  historic 
research  the  way  in  which  the  villagers  dealt  with  their  problems,  the  Foundation  sent  each  of  the  thirteen  grant  recipients, 
the  two  churches,  the  Village  Board,  and  Principia  College,  a  questionnaire.  A  little  over  half  of  those  who  received  the 
questionnaire  have  returned  their  answered  fomis.  Those  who  haven't  responded  will  receive  another  one,  and  we  hope  the 
homeowniers  will  find  the  time  to  fill  out  the  few  pages  and  return  them  to  HEF.  The  Foundation  intends  to  make  two 
copies  of  all  the  answered  questionnaires,  introduced  by  a  general,  infonnative  commentary.  One  copy  will  be  available  to 
the  public  in  the  Village  files,  and  the  other  copy  will  be  kept  in  the  HEF  files. 

One  of  the  questions  asked  was:  to  which  period  in  the  history  of  their  structure  was  it  restored?  Some  grantees  returned 
their  houses  to  older  versions  than  the  one  the  flood  found  it  in.  The  Evans  put  on  an  addition,  but  also  added  charming 
porches  with  delightful  trim,  as  seen  on  an  old  tum-of-the-century  photograph  of  their  home;  while  the  Taetz'  took  away  all 
later  additions,  porches  and  all,  and  returned  their  structure  to  a  modified,  simpler  form,  all  under  a  complete  Mansard  roof 


The  charming  porches  added  to  the  Evans  '  house 


Principia  took  a  similar  approach  with  the  stone  Gate  Lodge,  which  now  stands  pared  down  to  its  original  form  Hke  a  little 
jewel  in  the  woods.  Gerald  and  Patti  Taetz  did  not  rest  once  their  house  was  made  livable.  He  built  a  bam  in  order  to  have 
a  workshop  to  finish  the  interior  and  the  outside  trim  of  their  house,  and  to  build  their  extraordinarily  beautifijl  old/new 
kitchen.  The  shape  of  the  bam  is  based  on  the  earlier,  demolished,  Loehr  carriage  house.  The  siding  he  used,  from  two 
tom-down  old  bams,  now  glows  in  the  morning  sun,  and  does  remind  one  of  older  and  quieter  times. 

David  Slusser  also  successfully  added  a  small  bam-garage  to  his 
property.  It  is  located  on  the  edge  of  his  yard,  where  it  belongs, 
and  this  helps  create  a  satisfying  little  'streetscape'  between  Selma 
Square  and  Mill  Street. 

Principia  fortunately  decided  to  preserve  Rjverview,  the  important 
'village  anchor'  at  the  river's  edge.  Without  Riverview  the  Village 
would  visually  just  be  drifting  about,  especially  now  that  Earl's 
Cottage,  and  the  Dean  house  are  gone.  The  College  re-did  the 
second  floor  of  Riverview  into  an  apartment,  while  it  kept  the  main 
floor  uninsulated  and  basically  open  so  that  eventual  flood  waters 
can  come  in  and  get  out  without  damaging  any  floors  or  walls. 
This  is  similar  to  what  HEF  decided  to  do  m  Farley's,  and  what 
the  Doerrs  did  with  the  basement  of  their  Comer  Nest  Inn.   On  the 

main  floor,  the  Doerrs  enclosed  their  large  porch  overlooking  the  Mississippi,  which  adds  to  the  presence  of  the  stmcture, 

and  gives  it  a  cozy  charm. 


The  Gate  Lodge  in  the  woods 


These  are  some  of  the  more  obvious  stmctural  changes  that  affect  the  look  of  the  Village  as  a  whole.  They  all  stayed  within 
the  proper  boundaries  of  preservation  and,  thus  said,  could  be  called  improvements  on  the  19th  century  appearance  of 
Elsah. 


The  other  grant  recipients  and  those  who  made  some  necessary  repairs  to  their  places  had  similarly  severe  damages  in  their 
buildings  as  the  aforementioned,  and  suffered  through  the  same  tedious  times  of  ripping-out  and  replacing  wet  walls, 
insulation,  rotting  floorboards  etc.,  but  it  was  all  done  within  the  confines  of  the  original,  damaged  stmcture.  The  Holts, 
Ned  and  Paula  Bradley,  Eric  Mack  in  what  is  now  the  Kezer  house,  the  Charltons,  the  Ouderkirks,  Randy  Kinder,  Rhoda 
Mesker,  the  two  churches,  and  the  Village  had  to  make  major  repairs  and  historically  correct  replacements,  which  were  of 
equal  importance  in  the  larger  preservation  process.  Their  restorations  altered  the  Village,  but  added  a  general  sense  of 
being  cared  for  and  loved,  from  which 
the  Village  as  a  whole  benefited 
tremendously. 

The  two  things  that  did  change  the  face 
of  the  Village  after  the  flood,  and 
change  it  more  than  any  of  the 
stmctural  restoration,  was  the  heavy 
loss  of  trees,  both  on  public  property 
and  in  private  yards,  and  the  demolition 
of  two  homes  on  Mill  Street.  As  a  tme 
19th  century  village  with  a  west- 
European  lineage,  Elsah  prided  itself 
on  its  tall  trees,  which  shaded  its  roads 
and  set  off  its  buildings.  Aware  of  this, 
the  Elsah  Village  Board  of  Tmstees 
embarked  on  a  serious  tree-planting 
plan,  and  has  been  careful  in  the 
choice  of  trees  it  has  replanted  and  is 
still  planting. 


The  new  /  old  Taetz  barn 


The  two  houses  on  Mill  Street  were  bought  by  FEMA  under  the  post-flood  buy-out  program.  In  both  cases  the  owners  had 
the  option  of  refusing  the  buy-out.  Though  the  Village  now  has  two  attractive  green  spaces,  the  Village  lost  some  important 
building  blocks  in  its  overall  three-dimensional  shape  —  a  shape  that  should  have  widened  at  the  end  of  the  valley,  where 
the  creek  enters  the  river  —  and  now,  instead,  contracts.  It  does  make  the  preservation  of  the  Gate  Lodge  by  Prmcipia 
doubly  important. 

These  were  all  structural  problems  and  changes  created  by  the  flood,  which  were  properly  corrected.  How,  though,  did  the 
management  of  the  response  to  the  flood  destruction  affect  the  Village  Board  and  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation?  And  what 
were  some  of  the  measures  they  felt  they  had  to  take  in  order  to  deal  with  the  problems?  For  HEF  it  was  mostly  a  financial 
ordeal.  The  restoration  process,  if  properly  done,  is  a  very  expensive  one.  In  the  case  of  the  Foundation  the  grant  moneys 
and  private  donations  it  received  were  simply  not  enough  to  cover  the  costs. 

After  depleting  its  own  fiinds  HEF  had  to  take  out  a  $21,335  mortgage  to  pay  for  the  completion  of  the  restoration  of 
Farley's  Music  Hall.  And  with  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  —  our  main  steady  source  of  income  —  movmg  to  Grafton  in 
May  of  1998,  the  Foundation  was  left  with  few  financial  resources,  —  until  just  recently  when  a  most  unexpected  and 
generous  gift  came  our  way  to  pay  off  the  loan,  and  thus  close  the  chapter  on  'flood  damage  repair.' 

Speaking  of  gifts:  the  Foundation,  and  thus  indirectly,  the  Village,  has  been  blessed  in  most  wonderfijl  ways  by  donations 
and  loving  support.  In  March  of  this  year,  an  anonymous  donor,  recognizing  the  need  of  the  moment,  offered  to  match  — 
dollar  for  dollar —  up  to  $3,000  on  all  contributions  to  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  received  before  May  31,  1998.  HEF 
notified  its  members,  and  they  responded  generously.  We  received  $5,225,  which  together  with  the  initial  $3,000  gave  us  a 
total  of  $8,225.  Half  of  this  amount  is  being  used  as  seed  money  for  an  endowment,  while  the  other  half  will  be  used  for 
"current  urgent  projects"  of  which  there  are  many.  Earlier,  in  December  1997,  there  was  another  gift,  without  name,  for 
$1,500.  "Ask  and  ye  shall  receive"  —  sometimes  needs  are  being  met  even  without  asking. 

And  then,  Ned  and  Paula  Bradley,  who  live  in  the  old  Village  Inn,  kindly  paid  for  the  purchase  of  three  original  Elsah  prints 
by  Rudolph  Tandler,  who  used  to  live  in  the  Inn  during  the  late  1930s  while  teaching  art  at  Principia  College. 

MEASiniEs  Taken 

•  In  order  to  cut  down  on  expenses  and  be  able  to  rebuild  depleted  resources,  HEF  decided  to  focus  more  directly  on  the 
properties  it  owns.  A  year  ago  in  May,  ihe  Foundation  returned  the  responsibility  of  the  Village  Hall  to  the  Village  Board. 
Since  1971  HEF  had  leased  the  building  from  the  Village  for  one  dollar  a  year  to  restore  it  and  thus  again  make  it  a  useable 
public  place.  It  was  the  Foundation's  first  restoration  project  (see  Elsah  History  #7).  Though  the  Foundation  had  saved 
the  building  in  the  1970s  and  restored  it  —  so  it  could  keep  serving  the  larger  community  in  its  familiar  ways  —  presently  it 
was  unable  to  give  it  the  needed  rejuvenation.  Thus  it  was  a  blessing  that  the  Village  Board  could  step  in. 

•  The  Foundation  also  reconsidered  its  ban  on  House  Tours,  which  were  one  form  of  income,  and  decided  that  restricted 
tours  —  restricted  in  the  number  of  tickets  made  available  —  might  be  mutually  beneficial.  That  is,  the  public  certainly 
would  enjoy  such  a  tour,  the  Village  as  a  whole  would  be  able  to  manage  it  gracefijlly,  and  the  participating  homeowners 
might  have  the  great  satisfaction  of  seeing  their  homes  in  a  condition  they  always  wish  for!  Both  tours,  the  Mother's  Day 
Tour  in  May  and  the  Principia  Alumni  Tour  later  in  July  had  a  wonderful  quality  of  grace  and  civility.  A  real  "host  and 
guest"  relationship  developed  between  the  Village  and  the  visitors,  so  much  so  that  possibly  another  one  could  be  planned  in 
a  year  or  so. 

•  This  year  HEF  again  has  organized  a  Lecture  Series  to  be  given  at  Farley's.  The  1998-1999  series  will  consist  of  four 
lectures  on  four  ver>  different  subjects  for  a  subscription  donation  of  $15.00,  —  or  a  $5.00  donation  at  the  door.  Last 
year's  series,  all  given  by  Betty  Mclntire,  was  a  wonderful  success,  and  we  have  great  expectations  for  this  year.  Farley's 
also  will  be  available  for  birthday  or  wedding  receptions,  for  exliibitions,  or  for  any  get-together  that  appreciates  the 
atmosphere  of  the  Village,  and  an  unusually  decorated  historic  hall. 

•  To  make  Farley's  Music  Hall  more  self-sufficient,  and  to  set  it  off  properly  in  the  Elsah  streetscape,  the  Foundation 
developed  a  landscape  plan.   The  plan  includes  a  brick  path  with  'engraved  bricks"  along  the  northern  side  of  the  building    # 
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and  later  a  patio  overlooking  the  creek.  There  will  be  plantings  and  benches  too.  The  Foundation  invites  anyone  having  an 
interest  in  Elsah  and  its  history  to  join  us  in  this  plan  by  having  a  name  of  your  choice  engraved  on  a  brick  which  will 
become  a  permanent  part  of  Elsah.  Currently,  the  Foundation's  priority  is  to  restore  the  Mott  Building  and  to  find  a  new 
tenant.  When  that  project  is  completed,  hopeflilly  in  1999,  we  will  turn  our  attention  to  Farley's  brick  project.  Information 
will  be  forthcoming. 

•  And  lastly,  we  have  to  consider  the  Mott  Buildmg  on  LaSalle  Street,  which  at  the  moment  stands  half  empty,  and  needs 
repair  and  a  thorough  outside  paint  job.  Jeremiah's-Elsah  still  occupies  the  second  floor,  but  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant, 
a  meeting  place  for  the  past  23  years,  left  during  the  summer,  and  moved  to  the  neighboring  town  of  Grafton  This  is  a  big 
change!  As  mentioned  before,  the  restaurant  was  our  main  source  of  income,  supporting  our  preservation,  publication,  and 
educational  projects. 

Now  it  appears  that  the  receding  flood  waters  took  some  of  the  sand-fill  under  the  Mott  Building's  basement  floor  with  it, 
causing  bothersome  cracking.  The  floor  of  the  downstairs  kitchen  needs  to  be  jackliamjiiered  open  to  check  and  repair  the 
drainage  system;  and  if  there  is  going  to  be  another  restaurant  in  the  building,  it  has  to  be  brought  up  to  meet  the  new 
standards  of  the  Illinois  health  code.  HEF  is  looking  into  ways  of  financing  all  this  and  finding  a  replacement  for  the 
restaurant. 

The  conmiunity  and  the  three  Bed  &  Breakfasts  in  Elsah  ver\'  much  would  like  another  restaurant.  The  larger  community, 
including  the  Principia  campus,  enjoyed  having  a  place  to  meet.  Besides,  with  the  River  Road's  newly  acquired  Scenic  By- 
Way  title,  the  village  soon  will  see  more  visitors  stopping  by  who  will  look  for  refresliments. 

If  HEF  does  not  fiimish  it,  somebody  else  surely  will,  and  then  we  will  not  have  any  input  over  what  it  will  be  like.  A  new 
restaurant  should  again  express  an  Elsah  ambiance  and  become  a  part  of  the  Village.  It  should  serve  the  Village  and  not 
just  use  it.  HEF  has  done  some  serious  soul  searching  on  how  best  to  serve  the  community  and  preserve  harmony  in  Elsah. 
It  will  consider  all  serious  contenders,  and  has  engaged  some  of  the  neccssar>'  contractors  to  start  the  repair  and  up-grading 
work  that  needs  to  be  done.   It  also  went  to  the  bank. 


As  for  the  Village  Government,  it  suffered  flood-water  damage  in  its  main  office  in  the  Civic  Center  (the  lower  floor  of  the 
Old  School  House),  and  had  to  move  the  Village  records  to  a  safer  place.  This  convinced  the  Trustees  that  an  eventual 
move  of  the  office  was  necessary.  After  reviewing  all  possible  locations,  it  was  determined  that  the  upper  floor  of  the  Old 
School  House,  which  houses  the  Village  of  Elsah  Museum,  would  best  serve  their  needs.  It  was  felt  tiie  museum  should  be 
moved  to  a  ground  floor  location  which  would  be  better  suited  for  bringing  it  into  compliance  with  the  American  Disabilities 
Act  (ADA). 

The  museum  has  always  been  a  cooperative  venture,  one  in  which  the  Village  Board  and  the  Foundation  have  shared 
displays  and  inventories,  costs  and  income.  Wliat  to  do  with  the  museum?  Farley's  was  suggested  as  a  possible  place,  but 
Farley's  is  a  tinderbox  prone  to  flooding,  and  if  it  were  to  become  a  museum,  it  would  need  to  have  24-hour-a-da\  climate 
control.  Being  an  uninsulated  building,  without  energy-efficient  windows,  this  would  bring  heating  and  air  conditioning 
costs  to  astronomical  levels.  That  left  the  Village  Hall  as  the  only  other  large  structure  in  the  Village 

The  Village  Trustees  have  recently  put  on  a  new  roof  and  painted  the  Village  Hall,  thus  completing  the  first  stage  in 
preparing  the  building  for  housing  the  museum.  Plans  call  for  restrooms  to  be  added  and  for  the  building  to  be  made  more 
energy-efficient.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  see  the  Village  Hall  in  its  pristine  beaut\'  again,  and  we  are  grateful  for  the  work 
that  has  been  done  by  the  Village  Board.  Now  is  a  good  time  for  the  Village  Trustees,  the  Foundation  Board  members,  and 
the  villagers  to  come  together  in  the  spirit  of  cooperation  as  we  address  the  issues  concerning  the  preservation  and  use  of 
our  three  —  strangely  large  for  such  a  small  community  —  buildings:  the  Village  Hall,  Farley's  Music  Hall,  and  the  Old 
School  building,  now  the  Civic  Center.  (The  fourth  one,  and  historicalh  the  most  important  one  because  it  has  not  been 
remodeled  or  restored,  is  the  Union  Hotel  which  belongs  to  Nancy  McDovv.) 
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These  large  buildings  are  relics  of  another  time  and  another  way  of  life,  when  Elsah  had  four  lodges  in  town,  and  these  four 
groups,  at  different  times,  took  care  of  all  aspects  of  social  life,  from  banking,  to  recreation  and  the  nursing  of  its  sick.  At 
that  time  these  buildmgs  served  as  their  meeting  places.  They  had  a  real  function  then. 

Through  the  years  their  uses  have  changed.  The  School  closed  its  doors  in  1971,  and  was  transformed  into  the  Civic 
Center.  None  of  these  buildings  had  any  of  the  modem  conveniences  or  climate  control.  Now  two  of  them  have  it,  or 
actually  one  has  it,  as  Farley's  is  only  partially  brought  up  to  modem  standards;  because  of  the  strong  possibility  of  beuig 
flooded  again,  it  is  not  msulated. 

Though  none  of  the  old  uses  are  still  in  effect,  these  large  buildings  are  of  great  importance  architecturally  and  as  reminders 
of  different  aspects  of  Elsah's  history,  and  indeed  should  be  preserved. 


The  question  is:  What  will  their 
function  be  in  the  Village's 
present  social  pattern?  How  can 
Elsah  afford  to  "man"  the 
buildings  and  pay  for  their 
upkeep?  The  demographics  of 
Elsali  have  changed  dramatically, 
and  not  just  because  of  the  flood. 
More  and  more  of  the  small 
houses  in  Elsah  have  become 
second  homes,  thus  both  depleting 
the  citizen  base  from  which  the 
Village  can  draw  to  serve  on  its 
boards  and  conunittees,  and 
changing  the  Village  atmosphere. 
It  is  sad  when  the  owners  are 
living  elsewhere  to  see  houses 
without  life  or  lights. 


ihu  Ukl  Schuul  House,  now  the  museum 


In  this  respect,  the  Village  has  been  fortunate  that  most  of  our  "Weekenders"  love  Elsah,  come  here  often,  and  actively 
participate  in  many  of  its  seasonal  activities  and  preparations  thereof  We  embrace  them  and  wish  they  would  be  here  all 
the  time  and  become  full-time  citizens! 

Evidently  the  solutions  to  some  of  the  so-called  flood  related  problems,  for  both  the  Village  Board  and  the  Foundation,  tie 
into  deeper,  if  you  will,  and  longer  standing  problems  that  are  really  only  normal  changes  and  developments  of  living,  and 
should  be  easy  to  take  care  of,  once  we  all  get  together  with  one  aim  —  to  do  what  is  best  for  the  Village. 

Thus,  there  are  stmctural  changes,  because  there  were  additions  and  shape-subtractions,  and  there  is  an  empty  comer  and 
maybe  not  much  life  left  on  the  lower  part  of  Mill  Street  after  the  demolition  of  two  of  its  houses,  but  the  attention  and 
consequent  improvements  the  rest  of  the  Village  received  from  its  owners  appear  to  be  able  to  overcome  that.  The  pride  of 
the  people  in  their  Village,  brought  back  to  life  again  through  hard  work,  adds  a  certain  glow  to  it  all.  We  have  become 
more  appreciative  of  what  our  Village  is  and  what  it  was  at  one  time.  And  if  that  is  a  change,  it  is  a  change  for  the  better. 


Flood 


Photo:  Anne  Williams 


Cesspools  rupture. 

From  cities  to  the  north 

where  graveyards  are  awash, 

caskets, 

bobbing  like  buoys, 

eddy  downstream. 

Shoeless, 

I  am  thigh  high 

in  Mississippi  muck, 

with  one  eye  cocked  for  cottonmouths. 

A  man 

with  arms 

like  axletrees 

knocks  me  down 

with  a  flying  sandbag, 

then  lifts  me  up 

with  hands  that  smell  of  pitch  and  burlap. 

They  are  crisscrossed  with  scratches. 

Levees  lapse, 

and  a  broth  of  loam 

from  Iowa  and  Wisconsin 

boils  up  the  street, 

glazing  our  church  with  primal  slime, 

while  at  the  other  end  of  town, 

neck  deep, 

householders  skirmish  with  uprooted  trees 

as  big  as  locomotives. 

Sump  pumps  choke 

as  the  power  plant  goes  under 

Blind  in  the  darkness, 

barefoot  in  muddy  water 

thick  enough  to  shovel, 

I  grope  toward  the  Village  Hall, 

where  a  cauldron  of  cocoa 

steams  on  the  propane  stove, 

and  our  local  Celt, 

to  coax  the  dawn 

skirls  Amazing  Grace  on  his  bagpipe. 

Colin  Campbell 


Dr.  Colin  Campbell,  Cornelius  Ayer  and  Muriel  Prindle  Wood  Professor  of  Humanities  at  Principia  College,  won  second 
prize  with  this  poem  in  a  poetry  contest  sponsored  last  spring  by  the  Wednesday  Club  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


Yes,  there  have  been  changes  in  Elsah:  A  dog's  life  is  not  what  is  used  to  be... 


Lake  Wobegone  on  the  Mississippi 

by  Nancy  Belote 


Surely  no  town  lends  itself  to  the 
folksy,  easy  pace  of  a  Lake 
Wobegone-style  story  more  than 
Elsah,  Illinois.  If  the  radio  show 
that  made  the  fictional  town  of 
Lake  Wobegone  famous  had  not 
been  based  in  Minnesota  —  if 
Garrison  Keilor,  the  slow-spoken 
narrator  of  "the  news  from  Lake 
Wobegone,  my  hometown,"  had  for 
some  reason  not  set  his  series  there 
—  would  he  not  have  opted  for 
Elsah  on  the  Mississippi  instead? 

"It  was  a  quiet  week  in  Elsah,  my 
hometown."  Can't  every  Villager 
hear  it  in  the  mind's  ear?  Garrison 
in  his  mellow  Prairie  Home 
Companion  tone: 


Rocky  and  Boomer  on  LaSalle 
Street  in  the  snow.  December  1973 
Photo:  Nancy  Belote 


"It  was  a  quiet  week.  It  was  too  hot  and  muggy  to  be  anything  else  but  quiet.  There's  a  haze  on  the 
river,  lingering,  never  leaving,  day  or  night.  Great  mosquito-breeding  weather;  their  finest  hour.  Say 
what  you  will  about  mosquitoes,  they're  active  and  thriving  when  everything  else  is  shut  down  to  its 
slowest  lane.  They  buzz  ambitiously  around  you  like  they've  got  the  universe  to  conquer  and  no  time 
like  the  present.  With  their  high-pitched  whine  in  one  of  your  ears  and  then  the  other,  they  attach 
themselves  personally  to  your  airspace  and  stay  with  you  like  a  dedicated  wingman,  no  matter  what 
deadly  obstacles  you  aim  their  way.  They're  indefatigable.  They  are  the  song  of  Elsah  in  the  summer. 


They're  not  the  Village's  only  summer  feature,  not  by  a  long  way.  What  else  happens  when  the  local 
college  empties  of  its  undergrads,  and  spring  flooding  is  down  and  gone,  and  the  river  haze  is  at  its 
thickest?  For  dogs,  it's  a  time  of  simple  choices.  For  the  dog  population  of  Elsah,  it's  maybe  a  trip  into 
the  creek  to  cool  off,  followed  by  a  little  early-moming  rabbit  chasing.  No  point  in  catching  anythmg, 
but  it  pays  to  keep  rabbits  on  their  toes.  Then  the  selection  of  a  good  site  for  a  snooze  —  the  first  of  a 
series  of  snoozes,  which  may  be  distributed  throughout  the  Village,  depending  on  what  sort  of  friendship 
is  to  be  had  from  the  various  households.  Food  is  a  big  drawing  card.  So  is  a  water  dish  kept  freshly 
filled  for  passers-by.  Many's  the  night  I  myself  woke  up  due  to  how  noisily  Boomer  lapped  water  when 
he'd  drop  by  in  the  wee  hours  for  a  nightcap  from  the  dish  outside  my  bedroom  window. 


Boomer  was  a  well-known  name  in  Elsah  dogdom.  Now,  this  is  in  a  field  of  renowned  dog 
personalities.  Try  it  sometime  —  write  a  postcard  to  a  dog  in  Elsah;  it  will  reach  him.  Boomer  was  a 
coonhound,  with  a  brown  face  and  feet  and  a  big-  black  body.  Very  slobbery  and  melegant,  he  was 
something  of  a  Huck  Finn  of  Elsah  dogs.  Like  others  of  his  ilk,  he  resided  m  Elsah  by  his  own  choice. 
When  his  owner  moved  away,  he  did  not.  Parting  with  his  owner,  apparently  amicably,  he  began  dining 
over  on  LaSalle  Street  at  Mrs.  Trovillion's,  which  was  kind  of  the  welfare  of  Elsah  dog  dining.  And,  as 
everyone  knows,  you  can  get  T-bone  steak  on  welfare.  Doing  quite  well  indeed.  Boomer  then  became 
the  special  compadre  of  our  dog.  Rocky,  another  famed  personality,  and  the  two  of  them  oversaw 
LaSalle  Street's  doings  for  an  entire  dog  generation. 

They  are  but  two  of  the  historical  canine  names  that  could  be  used  in  connection  with  LaSalle  Street. 
That  street,  of  course,  accounts  for  half  of  the  main  routes  through  Elsah,  of  which  there  are  two,  and  so 
it  follows  that  much  of  what  goes  on  in  the  Village,  goes  on  there. 

LaSalle  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  dry  street,  come  flood  time  in  the  spring.  Every  river  town  needs 
a  dry  street,  a  street  higher  than  the  others,  out  of  reach  of  all  but  the  deepest  waters.  Good  old  LaSalle 
rarely  lets  the  Villagers  down.  Named  after  the  famous  explorer  who  traveled  the  river,  it  only  goes 
under  at  its  back  half,  and  not  every  time  there  is  a  flood.  Just  for  the  really  deep  ones.  Like  wildlife 
that  needs  high  ground  to  run  to  when  flood  waters  drench  their  habitat,  like  forest  creatures  needing 
meadows  to  escape  to  when  fire  sweeps  their  glades.  Villagers  need  to  know  LaSalle  Street  is  just  a 
block  up  from  Mill  Street,  running  safely  along  the  side  of  the  graceful  ravine  that  Elsah  essentially  is. 

So,  here  you  are,  you've  arrived,  this  is  it  —  Lake  Wobegone  on  the  Mississippi.  Have  a  good  week 
everybody.  All  you  women  be  strong,  all  you  men  be  good  looking,  and  all  you  children,  be  your 
regular  above-average  selves." 

Nancy  Belote  is  a  free  lance  writer  presently  living  in  California.  She  grew  up  in  Elsah  in  the  I960  's  and  1970  's 


The  Mortar  Mystery 

by  Gerald  Taelz 


When  the  layman  thinks  of  mortar,  as  in  brick  mortar,  he 
thinks  of  it  as  a  necessary  sort  of  sandy  glue  that  holds  bricks, 
blocks  and  stone  together.  Contrary  to  this  belief,  to  a  Master 
Mason,  mortar  is  an  integral  part  of  his  finished  product,  just 
as  the  oils  on  a  pallette  are  to  a  painter.  Likewise,  the  natural 
graining  and  color  of  wood  is  the  basis  for  a  finished  product 
of  a  cabinet  maker. 

The  artists  or  craftsmen,  with  all  of  their  individual 
expert  talent,  rely  heavily  on  the  tools  and  materials  they  have 
to  work  with  to  accomplish  their  version  of  a  creative  product. 
This  I  was  to  experience  after  the  "Great  Flood  of  '93"! 

In  accepting  the  generous  grant  made  possible  through 
the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency,  one  of  the 
conditions  was  that,  wherever  possible,  portions  of  the  money 
from  the  Grant  would  be  used  for  restoration  under  the 
guidelines  established  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior's 
Standards  for  Historic  Restoration.  In  the  Standards  there  are 
specifics  that  even  outline  the  correct  procedures  in  selection 
of  mortar  joints. 

When  the  floodwaters  receded  on  the  majority  of  the 
limestone  structures  in  Elsah  we  readily  saw  tlie  destructive 
results  the  flood  had  on  the  old  "soft  lime"  mortar  joints  that 
had  held  our  buildings  intact  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half 
Almost  without  exception,  the  mortar  had  dissolved  into  a 
sandy  residue  that  washed  out  as  the  water  receded.  The 
destruction  was  evident  from  the  crest  line  of  the  water  level 
to  tlie  base  of  the  foundation.  The  advice  that  I  received  was 
to  tuckpoint  totally  the  entire  limestone  structure  since  the 
water  had  attained  a  level  of  two  thirds  of  the  overall  height. 

To  assist  the  restoration  efTorts,  various  training 
seminars  were  established  by  the  National  Trust.  One  of  the 
training  sessions  was  a  two-day,  hands-on  schooling  on 
restoration  of  masonry  buildings.  This  was  held  in  St.  Louis 
and  was  open  to  anyone  in  the  metro  area  who  would  be 
directly  involved.  I  graciously  accepted  the  invitation  along 
with  the  gentleman  who  was  selected  to  work  on  many  of  the 
stone  structures  in  Elsah. 

We  were  asked  to  bring  a  generous  portion  of  the 
original  mortar  from  each  structure  to  be  tuckpointed.  I  was 
directed  to  take  the  mortar  from  43  Mill  Street  (the  Keller- 
Taetz  House)  from  the  inside  wall  of  the  then  gutted  building 
above  the  level  of  the  water  line  at  its  crest.  It  could  be 
assumed  that  this  sample  would  be  intact  and  undisturbed 
from  when  the  building  was  erected  in  1856. 

At  the  training  session,  under  close  supervision,  each 
sample  was  coded  and  meticulously  broken  down  under 
laboratory  conditions.  The  analysis  produced  a  formulation 
for  tlie  reproduction  of  the  original  mortar  used  in  each 
structure.  The  formula  for  43  Mill  Street  (Keller-Taetz 
House)  is  as  follows: 

8  parts  sifted  sand 

2  parts  bleached  lime 

1  part  bleached  (while)  Portland  Cement 
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After  mixing,  the  batch  is  sprinkled  with  coarse 
ground  bits  of  limestone. 

The  surprise  came  when  I  saw  the  separated  sand  from 
the  original  mortar  —  it  was  pink! 

Again,  to  the  layman  sand  is  sand,  and  in  most  cases 
the  color  is  a  dull  buff.  As  explained  to  me,  the  sand  usually 
used  in  the  structure  is  from  a  local  source.  The  local  source 
common  in  this  area  would  be  "river  bottom"  wet  sand 
dredged  from  the  river. 

I  could  not  ever  remember  seeing  pink  sand  in  the 
creeks  or  other  areas  in  Elsah.  Fortunately,  at  the  time  we 
were  trying  to  determine  where  to  locate  the  proper  sand, 
many  of  the  volunteers  who  worked  so  hard  filling  and 
placing  sandbags  during  the  flood  were  back  in  the  village 
helping  in  the  massive  clean  up. 

One  of  the  volunteers  recalled  filling  sandbags  during 
the  flood  using  sand  that  was  unusual  because  it  had  a  pink 
cast,  unlike  the  normal  buff  color  being  delivered  for  the  first 
several  weeks.  Furthermore,  he  recalled  the  State  delivering 
this  specific  sand  about  the  same  time  the  white  sacks  were 
replaced  with  green  plastic  sacks.  We  located  the  ravine, 
north  of  the  Village,  where  the  sandbags  removed  in  the 
cleanup  were  being  discarded.  The  first  green  bag  we  opened 
had  —  pink  sand! 

Through  FEMA,  we  were  able  to  trace  the  source  of 
the  sand  to  a  farm  several  miles  south  of  Eldred. 

As  it  turns  out,  the  State  had  exhausted  the  entire 
supply  of  local  sand  and  had  been  excavating  a  Hi-Dry  Bluff 
lime  deposit  in  the  Eldred  area.  They  had  been  supplying  the 
workers  for  some  time  who  were  building  the  levies  in  the 
Nutwood-Eldred  area. 

I  was  to  learn  later  the  significance  of  this 
distinguishing  sand.  It  was  not  river  bottom  sand  (buff)  that 
is  washed  into  the  rivers  from  local  watersheds.  This  was  a 
deposit  of  granular  sand  delivered  to  this  area  via  a  glacier  on 
its  southern  movement  during  the  meltdown  of  the  "Ice  Age." 
The  origin  of  the  pink  sand  is  unknown;  however,  it  is  from 
an  area  far  from  this  region. 

My  curiosity  made  me  inquire  how  this  sand  found  its 
way  to  Elsah  from  Eldred,  35  miles  north  and  west,  in  the 
mid-nineteenth  century.  One  theory  is  that  somewhere  in  this 
general  area  we  too  have  glacier  deposits  long  since  covered 
by  erosion  and/or  foliage. 

Another  theory  is  that  it  could  have  been  brought  in  by 
an  outsider  in  trade  for  commodities  bartered  in  Elsah.  It  is 
common  knowledge  that  one  of  the  trade  routes  during  that 
period  was  the  nortli/south  route  (currently  the  Eldred 
blacktop  road)  that  passes  just  east  of  the  Illinois  River. 

Whatever  were  the  facts,  the  Master  Mason  did  create 
a  finished  product  in  1856  that  distinguishes  itself  from  many 
of  the  other  limestone  structures  in  our  neighboring 
communities! 


GeralJ  Taelz  a  a  director  of  the  Illinois  Valley  Cultural  Heritage 
Association,  and  the  regional  representative  for  Area  6,  for  the 
Landmark  Preservation  Council  of  Illinois.  He  is  also  a  member  of 

Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 


Little  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Christmas  Party 


bv  Michelle  Schniith 


III  attendance  were:  Miss  Jenna  Braun,  Miss  Heidi  Friedel,  Miss  Lindsay  Garritson,  Miss  Grace  Jasma,  Miss 
Lucy  Luken,  Miss  Melissa  Moreland,  Miss  Molly  Rice,  Miss  Erin  Schreiber,  Miss  Lib  by  Young,  Miss  Valerie 
Young,  Master  J.  B.  Luken,  Master  Jonah  Million,  Master  Mack  Rice,  and  Master  Ben  Schreiber. 


December  6th  saw  Elsah's  first  'Little  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Christmas  Party."  The  event,  sponsored  by  the  Village  of 
Elsah  parents,  was  held  at  Farley's  Music  Hall.  The  coordinators  of  this  special  event  were  Michelle  Schmith  and  Lviin 
Schreiber.  They  were  assisted  by  Patty  Fry,  Mike  and  Denise  Friedel,  Jeff  and  Karla  Luken,  Amie  Schmith,  and  Don 
Turner. 

The  idea  of  the  event  grew  from  a  tradition  started  four  years  ago  in  the  Schmith  home.  'During  the  holiday  season, 
children  see  their  parents  wearing  holiday  clothing,  eating  special  dinners  by  candlelight,  enjoying  special  entertainment  and 
having  a  chance  to  visit  with  friends  in  a  festive  atmosphere.  I  wanted  my  daughter  Melissa  and  her  little  friends  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  share  this  type  of  experience  ' 

When  the  children  arrived,  they  found  the  hall  decorated  with  vines  and  berries,  white  lights,  and  gold  ribbons  with  a 
carousal  theme.  One  comer  of  the  hall  held  a  Christmas  tree,  and  a  rocking  chair  with  an  area  rug  on  the  floor  —  looking 
like  a  comer  of  someone's  home  during  the  holiday  season.  The  dinner  table  was  covered  with  a  white  table  cloth,  set  with 
red  and  green  dishes,  and  lit  by  candles.  The  menu,  including  some  of  the  children's  favorite  foods,  was  prepared  by  the 
parents  and  served  by  Amie  Sclimith  and  Eric  Schreiber,  who  acted  as  waiters  for  the  evening. 

After  dinner,  the  children  gathered  near  the  Christmas  tree  to  hear  Carol  Stookey,  Reference  Librarian  at  Principia  College, 
read  the  book  'Angel  with  the  Mouth  Organ"  by  Christobel  Mattingly.  The  book  is  about  a  family  separated  during  World 
War  II,  and  led  to  a  discussion  of  the  children's  impressions  of  the  stor}'.  The  evening  drew  to  a  close  with  an  omament 
exchange  among  the  children  and  concluded  with  everyone  singing  "Jingle  Bells." 

The  evening  was  a  great  success,  and  the  organizers  hope  to  make  it  a  yearly  event. 
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The  Two  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  House  Tours 

by  Paula  Bradley 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  18  years,  HEF  sponsored  a  Mother's  Day  house  tour.  Limited  to  100  tickets  at  $25.00  each, 
the  tour  was  aimed  at  showing  Elsah's  recovery  from  '93  without  overtaxing  the  parking  facilities  and  villagers"  comfort 
and  patience.  This  tour  earned  $1,879.91  for  HEF. 

The  two  churches,  the  Village  Museum,  and  ten  houses  were  shown,  nearly  all  places  that  had  suffered  major  flood  damage 
in  1993  and  now  fiiily  restored. 

Among  the  highhghts  were  the  Taetz'  brand  new  old-fashioned  kitchen  with  well-crafted  and  ingenious  carpentry  by  Jerry 
himself,  Glenn  Felch's  superb  mural  in  the  Hosmer-Lewitz  home,  Joanne  Evans"  imaginative  painted  floors,  walls  and 
furniture;  handsome  antiques  at  Mesker's,  Kezer's  and  North's;  the  impressive  stone  fireplace  in  the  old  Doll  Museum,  and 
the  channing  garden  of  the  Schmiths. 

The  Elsah  Watercolor  Society  exhibited  works  at  Farley's  Music  Hall,  including  some  lovely  pieces  by  HEF  board  member, 
June  Cronin.  There  also  were  refresliments,  offered  as  part  of  the  admission  price.  HEF  displayed  plans  for  selling 
engraved  bricks.  Member  James  Green  donated  a  handsome  watercolor  rendering  of  the  landscape  plan  and  the  brick  walk 
and  terrace  we  hope  to  build  in  the  next  couple  of  years. 

Everyone  reported  great  satisfaction  with  the  event  and  especially  with  the  fact  that  the  limited  admissions  made  it  all  so 
much  more  manageable  and  relaxed  than  tours  of  the  past  had  been,  and  Ed  Lewitz  had  the  parking  in  control.  Following 
the  tour,  host  homeowners  were  treated  to  a  delicious  dinner  at  Farley's  prepared  and  served  by  HEF  board  members. 

The  success  of  the  Mother's  Day  tour  led  the  board  to  offer  a  second  tour  during  Principia's  Centennial  Alumni  Week. 
This  time  houses  owned  and/or  occupied  by  Principia  staff  and  faculty  were  featured,  along  with  the  Taetz  home.  Eight 
homes,  plus  Farley's,  the  two  churches,  and  the  museum  were  open  from  10:00  am  to  12:00  noon.  Refreshments  were 
offered  at  Farley's.  As  before,  everyone  expressed  delight  with  the  tour,  though  most  found  two  hours  inadequate  for  seeing 
all  they  would  have  liked. 


HEF  is  most  grateflil  to  the  generous  householders  who  gave  much  effort  and  time  to  make  both  events  successfiil. 
volunteers  who  helped  in  each  house  also  earned  our  heartfelt  thanks. 


The 


Homes  open  for  the 

Mother 's  Day  house  lour 
Mike  and  Pauline  Pitchford 
Ned  and  Paula  Bradley 
Laura  Kezer 
Steve  and  Judy  Sheridan 
Jim  and  Joanne  Evans 
Gerald  and  Patti  Taetz 
Richard  and  Rlioda  Mesker 
Ed  and  Jeri  Lewitz 
Arnold  and  Michelle  Schmith 
Bill  and  Mary  North 


Homes  open  for  Principia 's 
Alumni  Week  house  tour 
Ned  and  Paula  Bradley 
Betsy  Holt 
Peggy  Ouderkirk 
Jim  and  Joanne  Evans 
Gerald  and  Patti  Taetz 
Ed  and  Jeri  Lewitz 
Carol  Stookey 
Bill  and  Debbie  Flatley 


The  charming  garden  of  the  Schmiths 
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Glenn  Felch  's  mural  in 
the  Hosmer-Lewitz  home 
Photo:  Robert  Graiil 


The  stone  fireplace  at  the 

Pitchford  home 

(the  old  Doll  Museum) 


The  Taetz '  new  kitchen 
Photo:  John  Lyon 


Joanne  Evans ' 
painted  furniture 


'MB' 
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Friday,  the  24th  of  April,  our  dear  hiend  and  fellow  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  board  member,  Betty 

Mclntire,  suddenly  passed  on.  Betty  was  a  vibrant  woman,  always  open  to  new  ideas,  and  a  tireless 

supporter  of  Elsah  and  the  larger  community.  Her  interests  took  her  all  over  the  world  studying, 

lectiuing,  and  photographing,  and  ultimately  freely  sharing  it  all  with  us  in  Elsah. 

Elizabeth  Mchitire,  Professor  Emerita  of  Art  Histoiy  at  Principia  College,  was  an  active  member  of  several 

societies.  She  traveled  with  and  lectured  for  the  Society  of  Architectural  Historians.  In  fact  she 

conducted  part  of  their  program  in  Elsah  last  year  when  they  had  theii-  coiwention  in  St.  Louis.  She 

seived  on  the  board  of  the  Asian  Society,  and  recently  lectured  for  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  and 

the  University  of  Missouri  in  St.  Louis.  She  donated  her  time  and  shared  her  deep  enjoyment  and 

knowledge  of  Far  Eastern  Gardens  in  a  series  of  lectures  for  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  at  Farley's 

during  the  fall  of  1997  and  spring  of  1998.  We  shall  miss  her  wami  understanding  of,  and  practical 

approach  to,  any  of  life's  problems  —  and  pleasures. 


Betty  in  Provence  on  her  last  ttip  to  France,  imtb  Carol  Stookey, 
doing  what  she  loved  to  do:  enjoying  new  expediences —  learning  about  other  cultures 

Photo:  Carol  Stookey 
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Village  Happenings 

•  Working  back  chronologically,  we  start  with  the  happy  75th  birthday  celebration  for  Eleanor  Barnal  on  August  29  in 
Farley's  Music  Hall.  It  was  a  great  success  with  more  than  55  people  signing  the  guest  book  and  many  more  attending. 
Then  on  Sunday,  the  actual  birthday,  she  was  feted  again  at  her  church,  which  happened  to  have  Refreshment  Sunday  that 
day.  Many  happy  years,  Eleanor! 

•  On  May  9th  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  stopped  serving  in  Elsah,  and  started  to  pack  up  and  move  to  Grafton.  An 
old  friend  has  moved  away  and  left  a  vacuum.  The  Landing  was  a  brainchild  of  two  Macks,  Al  and  Eric,  father  and  son  — 
with  additional  help  from  Dorothy  Lindgren,  and  later,  when  it  became  obvious  that  there  had  to  be  somebody  on  the  job 
fiill  time,  along  came  Helen  Crafton  of  the  delicious  pies.  The  restaurant  almost  naturally  developed  out  of  the  Elsah 
Village  spirit.  It  was  unpretentious  and  simple,  but  it  served  good  homemade  food.  The  formula  proved  to  be  so  successful 
that  throughout  the  years  no  changes  were  made.  Developments,  such  as  cookbooks,  yes,  but  the  basics  —  the  decor  and 
food  —  were  kept.  And  now  it  is  gone! 

•  On  Sunday,  May  10th,  the  Foundation  held  its  first  Mother's  Day  House  Tour  in  eighteen  years!  It  was  a  small  but 
exquisite  one.  Then  on  the  17th  of  July,  the  Village  opened  its  doors  once  more  to  a  special  Principia  Alumni  Week  Tour. 
The  proceeds  of  both  tours  went  to  the  Foundation,  which  gratefully  salutes  the  participating  homeowners,  the  Village  in 
general,  and  the  Principia  Alumni  Association  for  its  support.  For  details  see  the  article  in  this  newsletter  written  by  Paula 
Bradley  on  page  12. 

•  Also  in  May,  the  Village  installed  a  new  children's  playground  in  Fountain  Square  Park. 

•  We  have  to  turn  back  now  to  Sunday,  December  21st  in  1997  when  it  was  at  Farley's  again  that  everyone  congregated 
for  the  annual  'after  the  Christmas  Sing'  affair.  Liz  and  Steve  Helmer  were  the  coordinators  of  the  Christmas  Sing  this 
year,  and  as  in  every  year  before,  this  too  was  a  most  happy  event. 

•  Then  on  the  6th  of  December,  1997,  a  new  Elsah  tradition  (a  contradiction  in  terms!)  was  inaugurated  by  Michelle 
Schmith  and  friends  —  the  first  "young  people's  party."  Michelle  describes  that  for  us  in  her  story  on  page  1 1. 

•  Also  of  interest:  Ed  and  Jeri  Lewitz  are  working  on  a  thorough  rehabilitation  project  of  the  former  Robert  Denham 
house,  next  to  the  park.  The  basic  e.xterior  shape  of  the  house  is  kept,  while  the  interior  is  being  completely  modernized  and 
brought  up  to  today's  standards.  By  preserving  the  shape  of  the  structure  they  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  the 
atmosphere  of  that  particular  Elsah  streetscape. 

•  We  thank  Gil  Ives  for  his  unfailing  interest  in  Elsah,  and  for  his  selfless  support  of  the  preservation  of  the  Village 
during  his  many  years  of  service  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation.  We  wish  hun  all  the  best  with  his 
new  wife,  Janet,  in  his  new  life  in  California! 


Notes 

•  Some  other  non-flood  related  changes  have  occurred  in  the  past  five  years.  The  saddest  one  forever  changed  the 
streetscape  on  Alpa  Street,  when  the  Kellers  replaced  their  burnt  down  1879  bam  with  a  neat  looking  garage.  The  old  bam 
was  an  irreplaceable  piece  of  Elsah  history.  And  on  LaSalle  Street  both  the  Trovillion  home  and  the  old  Doll  Museum  were 
converted  into  two  duplexes  with  double  rings  of  balconies  facing  the  river.  This  has  mostly  affected  the  view  of  the  village 
from  the  River  Road. 

•  A  word  of  appreciation  to  Jeralyn  Lewitz  for  her  always  perfect  proofreading,  and  to  Marie  Oleson  who  did  the  t>ping 
and  formatting  of  this  newsletter  on  her  computer. 
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We  Welcome  to  the  Village 

Tim  Dawn  —  12  Palm  Street 

David  and  Gail  Haslam  —  47  Mill  Street 

Terry  and  Gayle  Lang  —    7  Mill  Street 

Mary  Paine  —  6A  Palm  Street 

Robert  and  Carolyn  Ruland  —  101  Mill  Street 

David  and  Jolanda  Westerhof-Shultz,  and  baby,  Emma  —  Riverview  House 

Rose  Tomlinson  —  44A  Mill  Street  (the  upstairs  apartment  over  Randy  Kinder's  garage  is  being  used  for  an  art  studio) 

John  and  Myra  Tucker  —  3  Valley  Street  (The  Parsonage) 

Houses  for  Sale 

Paulme  and  Mike  Pitchford  —  10  and  12  LaSalle 
Eddie  and  Genie  Keller  —  20  LaSalle  (the  Keller  Store) 
Steve  and  Judy  Sheridan  —  1 9  LaSalle 
Bob  &  Judy  Doerr  —  3  Elm  (tlie  Comer  Nest) 

For  years  there  was  a  terrific  turn-over  on  Mill  Street.  This  appears  to  have  settled  down,  with  newcomers  evidently  happy 
in  their  present  abodes.  That  the  present  stirrings  are  mostly  on  LaSalle  Street  is  coincidental;  everyone  seems  to  have 
reasonable  motives  to  sell,  though  we  cannot  imagine  the  old  Keller's  Store  being  anything  but  Keller's  Store  —  this  is  real 
Elsali  History  with  a  capital  H! 


Some  of  Laura  Kezer's  extraordinary  "Bird  Basket"  collection 


Historic  Elsah  Fc 

undation 

Officers  for  1998 

President 

Ingeborg  Mack 

Elsah  History  is  published  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Marie  Oleson 

Ingeborg  H,  Mack,  Editor.  Subscription  is  with  member- 

Board Members 

Eleanor  Barnal 

ship.    Regular    membership    is    $10.00;    Contributing 

Paula  Bradley 

membership  is  $15.00;  Sustaining  membership  is  $25.00. 

Sue  Collester 

Supporting  membership  is  $50.00;  Patron  membership  is 

Marie  Cressvvell 

$100;  Life  membership  is  $500.00.  Please  send  to 

June  Cronin 

Bill  Flatley 

P.O.  Box  117 

Laura  Kezer 

Elsah.  Illinois  62028 

Carol  Stookey 

John  Williams 

16 


